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What is a Glowforge?
A Glowforge is a printer that uses a laser to

either engrave, score or cut the lines of a file.
The Glowforge is compatible with wood (up to
1/4" thick), acrylic, felt, fabric, paper and more. 

Compatible Materials
The Glowforge can be used with Proofgrade

materials and non-Proofgrade materials.
Proofgrade materials are manufactured by

Glowforge specifically for use with their
machines. They have a sticker with a QR
code in the corner of the material. The

Glowforge reads the code to know what the
material is and adjusts the settings

accordingly. 
Non-Proofgrade materials are anything that

you would obtain from another supplier
such as your local lumber yard or craft store.
These materials do not come with tried and

true settings attached to them. However,
there are some documents out there where

other Glowforge users post what settings
have worked for them. These are good

starting points to dial in your settings for
specific materials. 



Special Considerations

 Ventilation: The Glowforge will need to be
vented to the outside in some way. This is
typically done by either installing a dryer
vent or venting out a window. This needs to
be kept in mind when considering where
you will set-up your Glowforge as well. 
Wi-fi: The Glowforge is cloud based. A wi-fi or
hotspot connection is essential for running
the machine. This also means that
occasionally, the Glowforge will undergo
online maintenatnce or have a slight
disruption for service. Luckily, this does not
happen often. The connection is only
needed to get the file uploaded to the
machine. Once the file is printing, an internet
disruption will not affect the outcome of the
print.
Size/Weight: At 55 LBS, the Glowforge is by
no means heavy. However, its size makes it a
little akward for one person to move it. It
would be beneficial to have two people to
unpack the machine and manuver it to its
intended location. The machine's
dimensions are 38" x 20.75" x 8.25".

When considering the purchase of a Glowforge,
there are a few considerations to keep in mind
1.

2.

3.



The Glowforge can use JPEG, PNG, SVG and
PDF files. These files can be purchased from
places such as Etsy, Creative Market, etc. or

created with programs such as Adobe
Illustrator or Silhouette Studio Business

Edition. Silhouette Studio Business Edition
seems to be one of the more user-friendly

and cost effective software solutions for
creating SVG files. The program can be

purchased here.
Once the file has been created and saved as
one of the Glowforge's accepted file types,
the file must be uploaded to the Glowforge
App Website. After the file is uploaded, you
will be able to preview it on your material

using the camera on the laser. You will also
be to move where the file where print, alter

the material settings and add the score,
engrave and/or cut actions to the different

parts of your file. 
Once your file is ready, you will click to

upload it to the machine. When the laser is
ready, the button will glow white. Press the

button and the magic will begin!

Files and Software

https://www.facebook.com/notes/glowforge-with-silhouette-studio/silhouette-studio-business-edition-upgrades/321007575442962/


Model Differences

The pro and plus have a 12 month
warranty while the basic has a 6 month
warranty. 
The basic cuts at 1x speed, the plus at 2x
speed and the pro at 3x speed.
The pro also has upgraded cooling for all-
day use.

Pro $5,995
Plus $3,995
Basic $2,495

Glowforge offers three different models on
their machines-the pro, plus and basic. The
main difference is between the pro and the
other two models. The pro features a pass
through slot in the front and back of the

machine so that you are able to slide
material through the machine and create

longer projects. Here are a few other
differences between the models:

Another HUGE difference between the
models is the price tag. At the time of writing
this, the prices are as follows:

Don't let those $$$$ scare you away quite
yet. There is a way to save some money on
your Glowforge purchase and financing
options available. 



Sample Projects
The following are some basic projects that I

created within the first month or two of
owning my Glowforge.



Financial Considerations
I know that price tag that you saw a couple

pages ago might have given you a bit of
sticker shock. There is a way to save a little
bit of money on your Glowforge purchase.

On the next page, there is a link called a
referral code. If you use this link to purchase
your Glowforge, you will receive $100 off the

purchase of the basic model, $250 off the
plus or $500 off the pro. 

Glowforge also works with Affirm which is a
company that you can finance your machine
through. With this option, you can input your
personal information, they run a credit check
and immediately come back with what they
can offer as far as terms. It is a great way to

break up the purchase into smaller more
manageable monthly payments. Affirm also

allows you to pay back the loan early without
penalty. 

Another option might be to secure a small
business loan from your bank.

Either way you go, this is a large purchase
and it is best to have a plan in place as to

how you will use the Glowforge before you
make your purchase.



Ready to Purchase Your
Glowforge?

If you are ready to purchase your Glowforge,
use this link to save up to $500 depending

upon the model that you select:
https://glowforge.us/r/QLZNMFBQ

Not Quite Ready?
Feel free to reach out to me with any

questions through
info@showmesilhouette.com

Looking for Software
Support?

If you are planning to use the Silhouette
Studio Software with the Glowforge or just
want more information, join the Glowforge
with Silhouette Studio Group on Facebook.
https://www.facebook.com/groups/GlowforgeSilhouette/

https://glowforge.us/r/QLZNMFBQ
http://www.showmesilhouette.com/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/GlowforgeSilhouette/
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